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The Why? 

"Place matters. That's what so many people seem to have 
forgotten. Is it because they spend most of their time indoors or 
online- so that they've lost touch with their environment? Is it 
because every city contains the same neon-and-concrete gauntlets 
of Targets, Little Caesars, Subways, Great Clips-so that every 
place looks like every otl1er place?" (Percy 117). 

"There is something about Florida more seductive and 
inescapable than almost anywhere else I've ever been. It can 
look brand-new and man-made, but as soon as you see a place 
like the Everglades or the Big Cypress Swamp or the 
Loxahatchee you realize that Florida is also the last of the 
American frontier. The wild part of Florida is really wild. The 
tame part is really tame. Both, though, are always in flux: The 
developed places are just little clearings in the jungle, but since 
jungle is unstoppably fer tile, it tries to reclaim a piece of 
developed Florida every day" (Orlean 9). 
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Assignments 

Guided Field-Trips to Everglades 
National Park 
Essays-Research, Analytic, and 
Narrative 
Readings, Discussions, and Reports 

Connections 

__. ... -

"Things are always being taken out of Florida or 
smuggled in. The flow in and out is so constant that 
exactly what the state consists of is different from 
day to day. It is a collision of things you would never 
expect to find together in one place. . . all toasting 
together under the same sunny vault of Florida sky" 
(Orlean 10-11). 

"There are no other Everglades in the world. 
They are, they have always been, one of the 
unique regions of the earth; remote, never 
wholly known. Nothing anywhere else is like 
them" (Marjorie Stoneman Douglas). 
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